
Austin does his Burmese home work. He also continues to work on his 
dissertation and hopes to be finished with his doctorate by next year.

Sinte was able to spend time with her mom to celebrate her earning a 
Bachelor of Theology. This took four years of extension classes and our 

family is very proud of Sinte’s mom for her achievement,
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The spring flew by and now it is summer already. In 
the spring, Austin and Pastor Rakchat were able to 
come to America to visit churches, partners, friends, 
family and celebrate our 10th Annual Thai Dinner. As 
an added bonus Rakchat was able to visit family in 
North Carolina and Austin was able to spend five days 
in Philadelphia, PA doing research at an archives for 
his doctorate. While being in the US for a few weeks 
was great, both were thankful to get back to their 
families and ministry work in late April. 

In May, Rakchat left for Happy Home in Karen State to 
check on the progress on the expansion of the farm 
land there and also to help with the rice planting for 
this year. He returned to Thailand in early July. 
Meanwhile, the House family headed off to Myanmar 
(Burma) where they remained until early August. 
During this time, our family was able to meet with six 
of the seminary students that Farthest Corners 
provides scholarships to, as well get rice into areas 
that were hit by the floods last year. 

Some might wonder why we are now sending relief funds, one year after the disaster hit. When a disaster of this 
magnitude occurs, funds and resources typically stream in immediately from large organizations, which can be good. 
However, these types of funds tend to be only a band aid for a larger problem. Being a smaller organization we don’t have 
the funds to make a huge impact, so we wanted to be wise and selective. As the real situation slowly worked itself out, we 
were able to identify through local networks to serve those with the greatest of needs. 

Our family is also looking at what long term ministry in Myanmar (Burma ) might look like. Truthfully, it has always 
been ‘complicated’ to lead and manage many of our ministries in Myanmar (Burma). For the past 10+ years we found it 
was actually easier to serve from Thailand and go into Myanmar (Burma) for short 1-2 month long visits. However, with 
political changes occurring we feel this is a moment where we should explore our options.  (SEE BACK PAGE)
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First, we are exploring what partnerships in ministry 
that we have already in Myanmar, could be built upon for 
a fuller ministry work. Once we establish these 
connections and clarify a mission plan and strategy, 
there will be some logistical issues to work out. Then 
there is the whole matter of Austin having to learn an 
entirely new language! Unfortunately, Thai and Burmese 
have practically little in common with one another. In 
order to test these waters, Austin spent four days a week 
through June and July, learning Burmese at Yangon 
University to get a taste of the language. Surprisingly, 
he’s quite enjoyed himself. Meanwhile, Sinte is bearing 
with his wondrous attempts at pronouncing Burmese 
words correctly. To Austin’s ‘self-proclaimed’ credit Sinte 
concedes that his Burmese writing is much clearer than 
his English writing. This he takes as a compliment.

Prayer Request for Discernment

As we shared, living and working in Myanmar (Burma) 
brings challenges. We’re still in the very early stages on 
processing what this might look like in the future, but it 
has been in our thoughts and prayers for many years 
now. Please pray for wisdom as we discern whether it is 
time to make this transition, and for God to make clear 
what our next steps should be. After investing twelve 
years of our lives living in Thailand, this would be a big 
change for us. We are very thankful to have a lot of 
wisdom and support around us with the assistance of the 
Farthest Corners Board and The Antioch Partners. But 
please pray for us to have wisdom from our Lord in our 
next steps.

Second, if a move does occur, then this year in Thailand 
will be our last. It is important for every member of our 
family to finish our race strong and set out for new ways 
to bring glory to our Lord in the mission field.  So again,  
please do keep us in your prayers as we continue to 
discern God’s call in our family”s life.

SEMINARY SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS
One of our often overlooked projects is the scholarships we provide 
for students to get a seminary education. For the past eight years 
Farthest Corners has been providing scholarships to students at a 
seminary in Yangon. We’re excited about the students we are 
supporting this year. Four of them come from Buddhist families and 
share a passion of proclaiming the gospel. Five of them come from 
Rakhine State, Myanmar which is the state with the fewest 
Christians in all of the country. One of these students has led 20 
people to receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior as well as helped to 
disciple them. Please continue to pray for these 6 students and we 
will give you more details about each of them in further reports. 

RICE RELIEF FOR BURMA

Rice in June 2016 
being packaged and 

delivered to aid 
needy families still 
suffering from the 
floods that ravaged 
Myanmar (Burma) 

in 2015.


