
To my friends, family and the churches whom support our call, 
 

I just returned from a wonderful trip along the border to a village where we had a camp for 
children. The team consisted of myself, Sinte, a Vietnamese friend, two of my Karen students, and 
about eight other Christian Karen friends. We visited the village of Ley Tah Kuh which I have been 
visiting for the last couple of years.  Allan Eubank has been doing evangelism in the village there for 
the last 45 years and just a few weeks ago he was able to witness and see some fruit of his labor when 
he baptized three Tey Lah Kone Karen people.  He will return shortly to encourage and share the 
message of Jesus Christ to the people there some more! Please be in prayer for this because there are 
many in the village who believe but are scared to make an open testimony for Christ as it goes against 
the very strong religious beliefs in the village. Still, what is happening is an amazing testimony to 
prayer. Recently, the village leader (who was a believer but never received baptism) was assassinated. 
Many of us were concerned as he was one of the main keys to sharing Christ there. But we prayed and 
trusted God… and as always, God is faithful! Yes, the village leader was the key, but it was his death 
that triggered many people to see the saving message of Jesus Christ. 
 
  Our trip started off with our truck getting stuck in a river after hitting two submerged trees  I 
was driving and there was no question that my pride was hurt. After some struggle, we were able to 
drag the trees out from under the truck and then winch ourselves out. By this time the battery was 
dead, so we spent much of the day charging it with a generator. Pastor Samuel, one of my Karen 
friends, and I  spent the day on the river fixing the truck and we sent the rest of our team ahead to start 
games for the children in the village.  Samuel and I got to the village later that evening and washed up 
at the waterfall. That night we set up the generator, an Ipod, portable projector and a projector screen 
that we borrowed from my friends at Partners. We then watched Mr. Bean and the Noah’s Ark (in Pwo 
Karen).     
 
 The next day was full of games and encouragement for the community. I was able to teach the 
message of Christianity with pictures to many of the village elders as well as the children too. Later 
Pastor Samuel and I attended a meeting with the village leaders. The question was poised about how 
the community should deal with the Christians and if a church should be allowed to be built in the 
village. However, the real point of discussion was whether or not Christianity would change the 
customs and culture of the Tey Lah Kone people. They believe they can only eat meat which is hunted 
and therefore they will not eat any domesticated animal (I.e. Pork, Chicken, Beef and etc.).  After a 
great deal of discussion and infighting it appeared that all of the leaders were satisfied and decided 
they would ask the village to vote (please be in prayer for this). Samuel shared how in Leviticus the 
Israelites had laws similar to theirs and I (with Samuel translating) pointed out how 1 Cor. 8 teaches us 
as Christians that we should never come in and change their traditions, because it would cause them to 
sin in their own eyes, and that was the last thing we wanted.   
 
 That afternoon Samuel and I came back and saw what the rest of our team had done with the 
children’s games. I was able to then join in the fun playing water balloon, ball and tug of war games. 
That night as we set up the projector system, I thanked the villagers for allowing us to show them how 
much we, as well as God, loved them.  I took that opportunity to explain a little bit more about Jesus 
Christ. We closed the evening with a two hour Jesus Film (in S’gaw Karen). Many came away 
thanking me. I hope many more seeds were planted for all of us here to build upon. 
 
 Today, I am back at Seminary preparing to wrap up the semester and planning for a longer trip 
next month. The work is tiring but so fruitful.  We are thankful that blessings from our Lord continue 
to abound for us in large and small ways. I particularly want to thank all who came to the Farthest 



Corner’s Annual dinner. Being able to be with so many of you online was amazing. Thank you for 
coming and supporting our call to see God’s love expressed in the world’s farthest corners. 
 

Perhaps, next year I will be able to attend in person with all of you and share with you what 
God is doing here. Until, then I hope this letter encourages you all and know that I and many others 
here are praying for you! 


