
 Farthest Corners News 
 
“I took you from the ends of the earth; from its farthest corners I called you. I said, ‘You are my 
servant;’ I have chosen you and not rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41: 9,10 
 

When Austin, a member of Greenwich Presbyterian Church,  returned from his one-year 
term as a teacher in Udon Christian School in Thailand in December of 2005, he made it quite 
clear that he planned to return as soon as feasible. His Thailand assignment was as a 
representative of the National Capital Presbytery, supported by members of the Greenwich 
congregation, family and community friends.     

 
While at the Udon School Austin was invited to travel to other areas of Thailand, Burma 

and Laos. He spent time in the jungles of Burma and at refugee camps in Thailand where the 
displaced and oppressed were housed. What he learned on those trips convicted him that God was 
calling him to a different type of mission in Asia, one that allowed him to provide humanitarian 
aid to these people. 

 
At home on furlough from the mission field, Austin asked a group of supporters if they 

would assist him in establishing a foundation to enable him to return to Asia and spread God’s 
word while delivering humanitarian aid. That’s how Farthest Corners was born, based on 
Austin’s convictions and the scripture quoted above. The foundation is a joint effort of members 
and friends of Greenwich Presbyterian, Nokesville Church of the Brethren, Manassas Church of 
the Brethren and Austin’s friends around the world.  

 
Austin returned to Thailand on March 7, 2006. He promised that he would go on a fact-

finding mission and report to us what he considered to be the deepest needs for Farthest Corners 
to support. Soon after arriving in Thailand, he alerted us that he would be out of communication 
range for 5-6 weeks.  

 
While Austin was on his fact-finding mission the group that committed to help Austin 

mobilized. A Board of Directors was formed, and immediately applied for and received tax 
exempt designation from IRS. (The status is currently temporary pending completion of the 
formal application.)  A Farthest Corners checking account was opened, allowing donations to be 
made directly to the foundation.   

 
On Sunday April 30, Austin returned to his home base in Thailand and delivered his 

assessment to the Board of Farthest Corners. He presented a list of possibilities for support to the 
Board and committee indicating two top priorities. The first is continuing to support the Medical 
Unit Program. 

 
While it may seem impossible for us to believe, more than 2,000 refugees can be treated 

from a $650 medical unit. Basically it includes medication and materials necessary to treat 
patients on the run. Austin has already supplied two of these units. We would like to provide at 
least two of these each quarter. 

 
In his discussions with supporters while here he mentioned the establishment of a 

Northern Karen State Orphanage/Hostel that was being discussed with Christian friends in 
Thailand. A place to provide a safe, Christian environment for children to be taken care of, where 



they will receive an education at a local school is Austin’s second priority for which he has asked 
Farthest Corners support. Its annual operating budget is $2,000. We would like to begin quarterly 
support for this project in June. 

 
The list of future needs is long: mules for transportation, bibles and hymnals for budding 

church congregations that continue to thrive and strengthen despite persecution by the Burma 
Army, the Karen Hostel in Ban Klung, Thailand and – down the road – similar assistance in Laos 
and Northeast Thailand. 

 
The Farthest Corners Board and committee wishes to thank those who have already 

supported the mission in Asia. Many prayed, some wrote checks, and some volunteered to work 
on the committee to get the foundation on its way. We deeply appreciate the support of 
Greenwich Presbyterian Church who allowed checks to be written through Greenwich Missions 
so Farthest Corners could accept donations prior to receipt of that all-important tax number.  

 
Austin is always the first to remind us that he and the displaced persons he seeks to serve 

covet our prayers. He also reminds us that the people pray for US! Because of all that has 
happened in a short time, we believe God is surely answering those prayers. We need your 
continued prayers and support. 
 

There will be several fund-raising efforts in the coming months. The first is a quilt raffle. 
Tickets will be sold at Nokesville Day and the Fauquier Spring Festival. They will be $2.00 each 
or 3 for $5.00. We encourage you to help sell tickets. (You can get ticket books from Becky 
Whitelock or Leslie McMillan.) The quilt winner will be announced on July 4. A Farthest 
Corners program display will also be featured at Nokesville Day. 

 
Another way you can help is to make us aware of friends in other churches who might be 

interested in a Farthest Corners presentation. Our goal is to continue to spread the word about the 
humanitarian work in Asia and to involve other churches and community groups in our support 
effort. 

 
Austin is our eyes and ears in Asia and has made us vividly aware of the work he believes 

God wants us to do. We are committed to increasing our efforts to provide support. He ended his 
recent message to the Board with this scripture from Psalms 90:17, “May the favor of the Lord 
our God rest upon us; establish the work of our hands for us – yes, establish the work of our 
hands.” We ask that you continue to pray for the mission of Farthest Corners and His servant. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Farthest Corners Board 
Becky Whitelock, Chairman 
Leslie McMillan, Treasurer 
Chuck Boyd 
Luke Croushorn 
Sharon Krasna 
 
Committee Members: Charlie Coe, Mike Simms, Adam Nelson, Mike Simms, Lisa Gonzalez, 
Jamie House. Pastoral Advisors: Don Meeks, Greenwich Presbyterian Church; Mark Godfrey, 
Nokesville Church of The Brethren.   


